
Bathroom Remodel Permits in Colorado: 
What You Need to Know
This comprehensive guide walks Colorado homeowners through the essential permit requirements for bathroom 

remodeling projects. From understanding why permits matter to navigating the application process, we provide 

a step-by-step approach to ensure your renovation meets all legal requirements. Avoid costly mistakes, delays, 

and potential legal issues by following this practical checklist designed specifically for Colorado residents 

planning a bathroom upgrade.



Why You Shouldn't Skip the Permit

Financial 
Consequences

Unpermitted work can lead to 

substantial fines from your 

local building department. 

These penalties often cost 

significantly more than the 

original permit fees. 

Additionally, if unpermitted 

work is discovered, you may 

be required to remove 

completed work and start 

over4effectively paying twice 

for the same renovation.

Insurance 
Complications

Your homeowner's insurance 

may deny claims related to 

unpermitted improvements. If 

a pipe bursts in your newly 

remodeled bathroom and it 

wasn't properly permitted, 

you could be personally 

responsible for all repair 

costs. Some insurance 

companies may even cancel 

policies if they discover 

unpermitted work.

Resale Obstacles

When selling your home, 

unpermitted work often 

becomes a sticking point in 

negotiations. Home 

inspectors and appraisers 

typically flag unauthorized 

renovations, which can delay 

or derail sales, reduce 

property values, or require 

retroactive permitting with 

potential penalties before 

closing can occur.

"Permits are less about red tape and more about protecting your investment. They ensure work meets 

safety standards and can prevent costly problems down the road." 4 Colorado Association of Home Builders

Beyond legal requirements, permits provide quality assurance. The inspection process catches potential safety 

issues that even experienced DIYers might miss. This external verification helps ensure your bathroom remodel 

will be safe, functional, and built to last4protecting both your family and your financial investment in your home.



Know What Triggers a Permit
Understanding when you need a permit for your Colorado bathroom remodel can save you significant 

headaches. While regulations vary slightly between municipalities, certain modifications almost always require 

official approval before you begin work.

If it involves water, electricity, or structure4

it almost certainly needs a permit in 

Colorado. When in doubt, always check with 

your local building department before 

starting work.

1 Plumbing Modifications

Moving a shower, sink, or toilet location 

requires new supply and waste lines. Even 

seemingly minor changes like replacing a tub 

with a shower often necessitates permit 

approval.

2 Electrical Work

New circuits, additional outlets, replacing light 

fixtures with different types, or installing 

powered ventilation fans all typically require 

electrical permits in Colorado jurisdictions.

3 Structural Changes

Altering or removing walls (even non-load 

bearing), changing window sizes, modifying 

doorways, or affecting ventilation systems all 

generally require permit approval.

Accessibility modifications like curbless showers or walk-in tubs often trigger permit requirements because 

they typically involve changes to drainage slopes, waterproofing systems, and occasionally structural 

reinforcement. Even if you're keeping the same layout but making significant fixture upgrades, the scope and 

extent of work can cross the threshold for permitting requirements.

Remember that Colorado's varied climate zones mean plumbing and ventilation requirements may be stricter 

than in other states to prevent freezing pipes and manage humidity properly in bathrooms.



Permit-Readiness Self-Check
Before contacting your local building department or hiring a contractor, use this comprehensive self-

assessment to determine if your bathroom remodel will likely require permits. Understanding your project's 

scope helps you prepare the proper documentation and budget appropriately for the permitting process.

1

Layout Changes

Are you modifying the bathroom's floor plan by 

moving fixtures to different locations? Even 

shifting a vanity or toilet a few feet can trigger 

permit requirements due to plumbing changes.

2

Plumbing Modifications

Will you be extending, relocating, or adding new 

water supply or drain lines? This includes 

converting a tub to a shower, adding a second 

sink, or installing a bidet that requires new water 

connections.

3

Electrical Updates

Are you adding outlets, installing new lighting 

fixtures, upgrading to a more powerful ventilation 

fan, or adding heated floors? Any modification to 

existing circuits or new electrical work typically 

requires permits.

4

Wall Modifications

Will you be removing, moving, or building new 

walls? Even non-load bearing walls often require 

permits as they may affect egress, ventilation, or 

electrical systems within the bathroom.

1

Window Changes

Are you modifying window 

sizes, adding skylights, or 

altering exterior openings? 

These changes affect the 

building envelope and energy 

efficiency, typically requiring 

permits in Colorado's climate 

zones.

2

Accessibility Upgrades

Will you install specialized 

fixtures like walk-in tubs or 

curbless showers that modify 

standard drainage 

configurations or require 

structural reinforcement?

3

Property Restrictions

Is your home in a historic 

district, HOA-regulated 

community, or special zoning 

area? These often have 

additional review requirements 

beyond standard building 

permits.

If you answered YES to any of these questions, you likely need a permit for your bathroom remodel. 

When in doubt, always contact your local building department for clarification before beginning work.



Contractor vs. Homeowner: Who Should 
Pull the Permit?
The question of who obtains the necessary permits is critically important for your bathroom remodel. This 

decision affects liability, insurance coverage, and who bears responsibility for ensuring code compliance 

throughout the project.

Licensed Contractor

When hiring a professional contractor, they should 

typically pull the permit. This arrangement offers 

several advantages:

The contractor assumes responsibility for code 

compliance

Their license number is tied to the permit, 

providing accountability

They handle scheduling inspections and 

addressing any issues

Their insurance typically covers work performed 

under their permit

Homeowner

As a homeowner, you may pull your own permit if:

You're personally performing the work (DIY 

project)

Your local jurisdiction allows homeowner 

permits (most do in Colorado)

You're prepared to demonstrate knowledge of 

building codes

You understand you're assuming full 

responsibility for compliance

Red Flag Warning: If an unlicensed contractor asks you to pull the permit yourself, this is a major 

warning sign. This often indicates they lack proper licensing or insurance, or they're attempting to 

avoid accountability for code compliance. This arrangement puts you at significant legal and financial 

risk.

In Colorado, most municipalities require that the person pulling the permit is either the property owner or a 

licensed contractor. If you're serving as your own general contractor but hiring subcontractors for specialized 

work like plumbing and electrical, those subcontractors may need to pull separate trade permits under your 

general permit. This ensures each aspect of the work is performed by properly qualified professionals.



The Basic Permit Process in Colorado
While specific requirements vary between Colorado municipalities, the fundamental permit process follows a 

similar pattern across the state. Understanding this sequence helps you plan your remodel timeline effectively 

and avoid unnecessary delays.

1Submit Application & Plans

Prepare detailed documentation of your 

remodel, including:

Completed permit application forms 

(available from your building department)

Floor plans showing existing and 

proposed layouts

Detailed drawings of plumbing and 

electrical changes

Product specifications for new fixtures 

and equipment

Proof of contractor licensing (if 

applicable)

Most Colorado municipalities now offer 

online submission options, though paper 

applications may still be accepted.

2 Pay Permit Fees

Fee structures vary widely based on project 

scope and location. Expect to pay:

Base permit fee (typically $50-250 for 

bathroom remodels)

Plan review fees (often 65% of the permit 

fee)

Trade-specific permits (electrical, 

plumbing, mechanical)

Possible impact fees in rapidly growing 

areas

Larger cities like Denver and Colorado 

Springs typically have higher fee structures 

than rural counties.

3Get Plan Approval

Plan reviewers will examine your submission 

for code compliance. This process typically 

takes:

1-2 weeks for simple remodels in smaller 

jurisdictions

3-6 weeks in larger metro areas or during 

busy construction seasons

May require revisions and resubmission if 

issues are found

4 Begin Work

Once approved:

Post your permit visibly at the project 

site

Keep approved plans available for 

inspectors

Follow the approved plans precisely (or 

file for amendments)

5Schedule Inspections

Multiple inspections will be required at 

different stages:

Rough-in inspections (plumbing, 

electrical before walls are closed)

Framing inspections (if structural 

changes are made)

Insulation inspections (particularly 

important in Colorado's climate)

Final inspection when all work is 

complete

Most jurisdictions require 24-48 hours 

notice when scheduling inspections.

6 Get Final Approval

After passing the final inspection:

Receive a Certificate of Completion or 

Occupancy

Retain this documentation for your 

records and future home sales

Enjoy your newly remodeled, code-

compliant bathroom!

Pro Tip: Always call your building department before demolition begins. Starting work without an 

approved permit can result in stop-work orders and penalties.



Local Rules Matter

Colorado's diverse geography and population density create 

significant variations in permitting requirements across the state. 

What's standard in Denver may differ substantially from 

requirements in mountain communities or rural areas. 

Understanding these regional differences can help you navigate 

the process more effectively.

Front Range Metro Areas

More extensive documentation requirements

Longer review periods (often 3-6 weeks)

Stricter enforcement of energy efficiency codes

May require professional drawings for most remodels

Higher permit fees reflecting property values

Mountain/Resort Communities

Special focus on cold-weather plumbing protection

Stricter ventilation requirements for high-altitude 

conditions

May have unique requirements for vacation rentals

Often have design review boards beyond code 

compliance

Rural Counties

Sometimes more lenient documentation requirements

May have more flexible inspection scheduling

Often require septic system review for plumbing changes

May have well water considerations for fixture upgrades

HOA requirements exist 

independently from building 

codes. Even if your city doesn't 

require a permit for a specific 

change, your HOA might require 

design review and approval. 

Always check both.

Water conservation is a priority 

throughout Colorado, making low-flow 

fixture requirements stricter than 

national standards in many jurisdictions.

Properties on septic systems face additional scrutiny when bathroom fixtures are added or modified. Counties 

typically require verification that your septic system can handle any increased water volume, which may require 

inspection of your existing system before permitting.

Historic districts in communities like Boulder, Durango, and parts of Denver add another layer of review focused 

on preserving architectural character. These often regulate fixture styles, window designs, and even tile patterns 

visible from the exterior.

Colorado's statewide adoption of International Residential Code (IRC) provides baseline consistency, but local 

amendments can significantly modify requirements. Always check with your specific jurisdiction rather than 

relying on general state guidelines.



Get Answers Fast
Having access to the right resources can streamline your permitting process and help you avoid common 

pitfalls. Below are essential contacts and links for Colorado homeowners planning bathroom remodels.

State-Level 
Resources

Colorado State 
Plumbing Board 

- Verify plumber 

licensing and 

regulations

Colorado State 

Electrical Board 

- Verify 

electrician 

licensing and 

regulations

Colorado 

Division of 

Housing - 

Statewide 

building code 

information

Major City 
Building 
Departments

Denver 

Community 
Planning & 

Development

Colorado 

Springs Building 

Department

Fort Collins 

Building 

Services

Boulder 
Building 

Services

County Building 
Departments

Jefferson 
County

Arapahoe 
County

Douglas County

El Paso County 
Regional 

Building 

Department

Larimer County

Resource Type What They Provide When to Contact

Local Building Department Permit applications, code 

information, inspection 

scheduling

First stop for all permit 

questions

State Licensing Boards Verification of contractor 

credentials, complaint filing

Before hiring specialists or if 

issues arise

HOA Management Design guidelines, approval 

processes

Before finalizing plans if in an 

HOA community

Health Department Septic system approvals If your property uses septic 

instead of sewer

Most Colorado building departments now offer online permit tracking systems that allow you to check 

application status, schedule inspections, and receive automated notifications about your project. Ask about 

these digital tools when submitting your application to stay informed throughout the process.

https://dpo.colorado.gov/Plumbing
https://dpo.colorado.gov/Plumbing
https://dpo.colorado.gov/Electrical
https://dpo.colorado.gov/Electrical
https://cdola.colorado.gov/building-codes-and-standards
https://cdola.colorado.gov/building-codes-and-standards
https://cdola.colorado.gov/building-codes-and-standards
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Building-Codes-Policies-and-Standards
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Building-Codes-Policies-and-Standards
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Building-Codes-Policies-and-Standards
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/Agencies-Departments-Offices/Agencies-Departments-Offices-Directory/Community-Planning-and-Development/Building-Codes-Policies-and-Standards
https://coloradosprings.gov/building-department
https://coloradosprings.gov/building-department
https://coloradosprings.gov/building-department
https://www.fcgov.com/building/
https://www.fcgov.com/building/
https://www.fcgov.com/building/
https://www.bouldercolorado.gov/services/building-permits
https://www.bouldercolorado.gov/services/building-permits
https://www.bouldercolorado.gov/services/building-permits
https://www.jeffco.us/2076/Building-Safety
https://www.jeffco.us/2076/Building-Safety
https://www.arapahoegov.com/382/Building-Division
https://www.arapahoegov.com/382/Building-Division
https://www.douglas.co.us/building/building-permits/
https://www.elpasoco.com/regional-building-department/
https://www.elpasoco.com/regional-building-department/
https://www.elpasoco.com/regional-building-department/
https://www.elpasoco.com/regional-building-department/
https://www.larimer.org/building


Wrap-Up: Permits Are Your Friend

Far from being mere bureaucratic hurdles, permits 

serve as valuable safeguards for your bathroom 

remodel investment. They ensure that all work meets 

established safety standards, protecting both your 

immediate household and future occupants of your 

home.

Protection

Permits ensure your remodel meets current safety 

standards for electrical, plumbing, and structural 

elements. This protection extends to everyone who 

uses the bathroom, from family members to future 

homeowners.

Documentation

The permitting process creates an official record of 

improvements to your property. This documentation 

proves the work was performed legally and to code4

valuable information when selling your home or filing 

insurance claims.

Value

Properly permitted improvements typically add more 

value to your home than unpermitted work. 

Appraisers and buyers recognize the difference, 

often resulting in higher sale prices for homes with 

documented improvements.

"The difference between a $15,000 bathroom 

remodel and a $15,000 permitted bathroom 

remodel could be tens of thousands of dollars in 

home value and avoided headaches."

4 Colorado Association of Realtors

Studies show that homes with properly 

permitted improvements sell faster and for 

higher prices than comparable properties 

with unpermitted work.

The permitting process also provides valuable third-party expertise. Building inspectors often catch potential 

issues that even experienced contractors might miss. Their specialized knowledge of local conditions4from 

Colorado's freeze-thaw cycles to region-specific plumbing requirements4adds an extra layer of quality 

assurance to your project.

Remember that permit requirements aren't arbitrary. They're based on lessons learned from real-world failures 

and designed to prevent common problems like water damage, electrical fires, and structural issues. The 

relatively modest cost of permits and potential timeline adjustments are minimal compared to the potential 

costs of correcting improperly executed work later.

Find Your Local Building Department Learn More About Permit Benefits

https://cdola.colorado.gov/housing-building-codes
https://www.nachi.org/importance-building-permits.htm


Still Unsure? Professional Guidance Is 
Available
Navigating the permitting process can feel overwhelming, especially for first-time remodelers. Fortunately, you 

don't have to tackle it alone. Colorado offers numerous resources to help homeowners understand and comply 

with permit requirements.

Licensed Contractors

Experienced, licensed 

contractors are typically well-

versed in local permitting 

requirements. When 

interviewing potential 

contractors, ask about:

Their experience with 

permits in your specific 

municipality

How they handle the 

permitting process 

(application, fees, 

inspections)

Examples of similar 

bathroom projects they've 

permitted

Their process for 

addressing any issues that 

arise during inspections

A quality contractor should be 

transparent about permit 

requirements and include this 

process in their project 

timeline and cost estimates.

Building Department 
Consultations

Most Colorado building 

departments offer pre-

application consultations 

where you can:

Discuss your specific 

project with a plan reviewer

Get clarity on requirements 

before submitting formal 

applications

Learn about potential code 

issues specific to your 

property

Receive guidance on 

documentation needed for 

approval

These consultations are often 

free or low-cost and can save 

significant time and frustration 

later in the process.

Design Professionals

For complex remodels, 

consider consulting:

Bathroom designers 

familiar with code 

requirements

Architects who can 

prepare compliant 

drawings

Interior designers with 

experience in permitted 

renovations

These professionals can help 

develop plans that both meet 

your aesthetic goals and 

satisfy building code 

requirements, often preventing 

costly redesigns during the 

permit review process.

Remember that permit requirements aren't designed to prevent you from improving your home4they exist to 

ensure improvements are safe and sustainable. With the right guidance, the permitting process can be a 

straightforward part of your bathroom remodel journey rather than an obstacle.

As you move forward with your project, maintain open communication with your building department 

throughout the process. Many permit issues arise from simple misunderstandings that can be quickly resolved 

through direct conversation with inspectors or plan reviewers.

"The most successful bathroom remodels I've seen are those where homeowners embrace the permitting 

process as part of the project rather than viewing it as an unwelcome intrusion. It ultimately leads to better 

results and greater peace of mind." 4 Colorado Master Plumber with 25+ years of experience


